
Gaza situation update: 5 March 2024 

• According to the latest UN OCHA Updates 

1 as of 4 March 2024 the following statistics are , 

updated: 
o Casualties: according to the Ministry of Health in Gaza, at least 30,631 Palestinians 

have been killed and 72,043 Palestinians injured. 
o Internal displacement: As of 28 February, according to UNRWA, at least 404 IDPs have  

been killed, and 1,385 others have been injured, in more than 330 incidents affecting 
UNRWA premises and shelters hosting IDPs. 

o Food: as of 3 March, 15 children have died of malnutrition and dehydration at Kamal 
Adwan Hospital and fear has been expressed for the lives of 6 other infants suffering 
from acute malnutrition. According to UN FAO, the entire food supply chain in Gaza 
has been severely disrupted with 97 per cent of ground water reportedly unfit for human 
consumption, about 27 per cent of greenhouses destroyed, more than 40 per cent of 
croplands and dozens of home barns, broiler farms and sheep farms damaged, more 
than 600 agricultural wells damaged, and the fishing sector grounded to a halt. 

o Schools: 92% of all school buildings in Gaza are being used as shelters for IDPs and/or 
have sustained varying levels of damage. At least 55% of schools in Gaza will either 
need full reconstruction or major rehabilitation work to be functional again, and 45% 
of school buildings that have been used by IDPs as shelters have been either directly 
hit or damaged.  o Power and fuel: analysis of satellite images reveals that cities in the Gaza Strip have 

experienced an enormous decrease in electricity, with nighttime light reduced by 84 per 
cent, and Gaza city witnessing the largest reduction at 91 per cent.  o Hospitals: 155 health facilities have been damaged, and 32 hospitals and 53 health 
centres rendered non-functional due to attacks or shortages of essentials. 126 
ambulances have been damaged and rendered unusable; and 269 medical staff have 
been detained by Israeli forces. Kamal Adwan Hospital, the primary hospital serving 
children and offering maternal health services in northern Gaza, has been rendered out 
of service due to the lack of electricity and fuel. On 2 March, the Israeli army stated 
that it had carried out a “precision strike” in the area of the Al Emirati field hospital in 
Rafah, killing 11 people and injuring some 50 others, which the Director-General of 
the WHO described as “outrageous and unspeakable”. The PRCS reported that Israeli 
forces are maintaining the siege of Al Amal Hospital in Khan Younis for the 42nd day 
as a result of which there is a severe shortage of supplies. Al Awda Hospital in Jabalya 
has resumed partial operations. 

o West Bank: Since 7 October, 413 Palestinians have been killed, including 107 children, 
and 4,623 Palestinians have been injured, including 710 children. On 29 February, the 
Israeli authorities demolished 18 structures in the Jericho area, five of which were 

residential, due to the lack of Israeli-issued building permits, resulting in the 

displacement of 7 people, including 3 children. On 2 March another forced demolition 
resulted in the displacement of 4 households comprising 17 people including 9 

children. Since 7 October 2023, 616 people, including 294 children, have been 

displaced in Area C and East Jerusalem after their homes were demolished due to the 
lack of Israeli-issued building permits, which are almost impossible to obtain. Since 7 

October 2023, OCHA has recorded 615 Israeli settler attacks against Palestinians that 

1 UNOCHA, Flash Update #132, 5 March 2024, available at: https://www.ochaopt.org/content/hostilities-gaza-strip-and- 
israel-flash-update-132; UNOCHA, Flash Update #131, 4 March 2024, available at: 

https://www.ochaopt.org/content/hostilities-gaza-strip-and-israel-flash-update-131; and UNOCHA, Humanitarian needs and 
response update | 

27 February – 4 March 2024, available at: https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-needs-and- 
response-update-27-february-4-march-2024. See also UNOCHA, Hostilities in the Gaza Strip and Israel 

| 
Flash Update 

#129, 29 February 2024, available at: https://www.ochaopt.org/content/hostilities-gaza-strip-and-israel-flash-update-129 
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resulted in Palestinian casualties (54 incidents), damage to Palestinian-owned property 
(491 incidents), or both casualties and damage to property (70 incidents). 

• Netanyahu’s office has published his plan for post-war Gaza, outlining indefinite Israeli military 
control and buffer zones. 2 The document also confirmed Israel’s intention to destroy the 

governmental infrastructure of Hamas as well as its military capabilities, and permanently shut 
down UNRWA. 3 

• There have been reports of Israel building a militarised corridor through Gaza called ‘Highway 
749’ where buildings have been demolished to create the reported ‘buffer zone’. 4 

• Despite international pressure5 Israel continues to threaten a full ground offensive into Rafah. 6 
, 

In addition to the many warnings that have already been issued, including from the US, on 19 

February 2024, all EU member states except Hungary warned that an attack on Rafah would be 

“catastrophic” and “unconscionable”. 7 

• On 4 March the Commissioner General of UNRWA addressed the UN General Assembly 
warning despite the “horrors” already seen, an assault on Rafah is imminent and the worst may 
yet be to come. He outlined the critical impact on civilians that defunding has already had and 
warned that on the current “disastrous” course, the “entire humanitarian response in Gaza will 
crumble”. 8 

• There have been multiple reports of killings by Israeli forces during food aid distributions: 
o On 29 February, 118 people were killed and more than 760 injured when Israeli forces 

opened fire on Palestinians during a food aid distribution. 9 The UN Secretary General 
condemned the incident, 10 the Security Council expressed deep concern11 and the UN , 

Human Rights Office in strongly deploring the incident noted that “[t]he shooting by 

2New York Times, Netanyahu Issues First Plan for Postwar Gaza , 23 February 2024, available at: 

https://www.nytimes.com/2024/02/23/world/middleeast/netanyahu-postwar-plan-gaza-palestinians-reject.html. See also Al 
Jazeera, Palestinian Authority says Israeli post-war Gaza plan ‘destined to fail’, 23 February 2024, available at: 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/2/23/palestinian-authority-says-israeli-post-war-gaza-plan-destined-to-fail. See also 

https://x.com/EpshtainItay/status/1761077270741967037?s=20 
3 Haaretz, Netanyahu Unveils Israel's Plan for Postwar Gaza: Full Demilitarization and Closing UNRWA, 23 February 
2024, available at: https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2024-02-23/ty-article/.premium/netanyahu-unveils-israels-plan-for- 
postwar-gaza-full-demilitarization-and-closing-unrwa/0000018d-d348-df79-a5cd-f37edde10000 
4 https://twitter.com/TheCradleMedia/status/1762884684806004769?s=20 and 
https://twitter.com/EpshtainItay/status/1762941636923834715?s=20 
5 New York Times, Warnings Over Israel’s Rafah Threat Come From All Corners, 17 February 2024, available at: 

https://www.nytimes.com/2024/02/15/world/middleeast/rafah-israel-offensive.html 
6 BBC, Israel indicates March deadline for Gaza ground offensive in Rafah, 19 February 2024, available at: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-68334510. See also Financial Times, US warns Israel against ground 
offensive into Rafah in draft UN resolution, 20 February 2024, available at: https://www.ft.com/content/19c20550-adb1- 
4f23-8bc1-bfd97b56e439 
7 The Times of Israel, 26 EU countries warn Israel against ‘catastrophic’ Rafah offensive, 19 February 2024, available at: 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/26-eu-countries-warn-israel-against-catastrophic-rafah-offensive/. VOA News, IDF Shows 

Rafah Evacuation Plan; UN Agonizes Over Gaza Aid Operations, 26 February 2024, available at: 

https://www.voanews.com/a/israeli-military-presents-rafah-offensive-plan-as-un-warns-of-disaster-for-gaza-aid- 
operations/7502585.html 
8 UNRWA, STATEMENT OF THE COMMISSIONER-GENERAL OF UNRWA TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 4 
March 2024, available at: https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/statement-commissioner-general-unrwa- 
general-assembly 
9 Al Jazeera, Flour massacre: How Gaza food killings unfolded, and Israel’s story changed , 1 March 2024, available at: 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/3/1/flour-massacre-how-gaza-food-killings-unfolded-and-israels-story-changed. BBC, 
UN chief urges probe into Gaza aid convoy tragedy, 1 March 2024, available at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle- 
east-68443883. See also, Associated Press, Gaza doctor says gunfire accounted for 80% of the wounds at his hospital from 
aid convoy bloodshed, 2 March 2024, available at: https://apnews.com/article/israel-hamas-war-news-03-01-2024- 
86ab114fc0036d0b4fa5a69ed21964c6 
10 https://twitter.com/antonioguterres/status/1763391376350212248. See also UNOCHA, Statement attributable to the 

Spokesperson for the Secretary-General – on Gaza, 20 February 2024, available at: 

https://www.ochaopt.org/content/statement-attributable-spokesperson-secretary-general-gaza 
11 UN Security Council, Security Council Press Statement on Incident Surrounding Humanitarian Assistance Convoy in 
Gaza Strip, 2 March 2024, available at: https://press.un.org/en/2024/sc15608.doc.htm 
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Israeli Forces killing and injuring people seeking aid raise serious concerns of 
violations of international law.” 12 Israel has made contradictory statements in respect 
of what happened, 

13 but doctors reported gunfire accounting for patients’ wounds.14 
Several world leaders have called for an urgent investigation. 

15  o There have been several other reports of further attacks on Palestinians waiting for food 
aid trucks.16 

• There have been further sniper attacks on civilians.17  
• The New York Times reported on an as-yet unpublished investigation by UNRWA accusing 

Israel of abusing hundreds of Gazans captured during the war.18 

• Starvation and the continued blocking of aid:  o 15 children have now died of malnutrition or dehydration.19 UNICEF condemned the 

“tragic and horrific” deaths of children from malnutrition and dehydration as “man- 

made, predictable and entirely preventable”; saying that nearly 16% of children under 
2 years in north Gaza are acutely malnourished, and 90% of children under the age of 
2 and 95% of pregnant and breastfeeding women face severe food poverty, noting that 
the “explosion of child deaths” they had warned was imminent is now here. 20 A new 

12 UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, UN Human Rights Office strongly deplores killing of at least 112 
Palestinians during food aid distribution in Gaza City, 1 March 2024, available at: https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied- 
palestinian-territory/un-human-rights-office-opt-un-human-rights-office-strongly-deplores-killing-least-112-palestinians- 
during-food-aid-distribution-gaza-city-enar?utm_source=rw- 
subscriptions&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=country_updates_180&_gl=1*1v05ohg*_ga*NzAwNDkxMjI3LjE3M 
Dc3NDc1MzU.*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*MTcwOTU2NDQxNS43LjEuMTcwOTU2NTA4MC42MC4wLjA. 
13 https://twitter.com/QudsNen/status/1764071418734538812?s=20 ; 

https://twitter.com/EylonALevy/status/1764244687743824180?s=20; 
https://twitter.com/AvivaKlompas/status/1763273195723923651?s=20 
14 https://twitter.com/AP/status/1763600123194380711?s=20 
15 France24, Israel faces mounting pressure for inquiry into Gaza aid deaths, US to air drop supplies, 1 March 2024, 
available at: https://www.france24.com/en/middle-east/20240301-%F0%9F%94%B4-live-macron-expresses-strongest- 
condemnation-of-gaza-aid-delivery-deaths 
16 Al Jazeera, ‘Massacre’: Dozens killed by Israeli fire in Gaza while collecting food aid, 29 February 2024, available at: 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/2/29/dozens-killed-injured-by-israeli-fire-in-gaza-while-collecting-food-aid. See also 
UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, UN Human Rights Office strongly deplores killing of at least 112 
Palestinians during food aid distribution in Gaza City, 1 March 2024, available at: https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied- 
palestinian-territory/un-human-rights-office-opt-un-human-rights-office-strongly-deplores-killing-least-112-palestinians- 
during-food-aid-distribution-gaza-city-enar?utm_source=rw- 
subscriptions&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=country_updates_180&_gl=1*1v05ohg*_ga*NzAwNDkxMjI3LjE3M 
Dc3NDc1MzU.*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*MTcwOTU2NDQxNS43LjEuMTcwOTU2NTA4MC42MC4wLjA. See also 

https://twitter.com/AJEnglish/status/1764333180809592837?s=20 and 
https://twitter.com/RamAbdu/status/1763871459892473895?s=20 and 
https://twitter.com/stairwayto3dom/status/1762450632466649261?s=20 and 
https://twitter.com/RamAbdu/status/1746555582880866331 
17 https://twitter.com/NourNaim88/status/1763598661634728045?s=20 
18 New York Times, U.N. Aid Agency Researchers Allege Abuse of Gazans in Israeli Detention, 3 March 2024, available at: 

https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/03/world/middleeast/unrwa-gaza-detention-israel.html. See also 

https://twitter.com/AJArabic/status/1762442453741666388?s=20 
19 UNOCHA, Flash Update #131, 4 March 2024, available at: https://www.ochaopt.org/content/hostilities-gaza-strip-and- 
israel-flash-update-131; BBC, Children starving to death in northern Gaza – WHO, 5 March 2024, available at: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-68471572 .See also statement of head of the WHO at 

https://twitter.com/DrTedros/status/1764652624492515832. See also 

https://twitter.com/AbujomaaGaza/status/1764557568628707657?s=20 and 
https://twitter.com/AnasAlSharif0/status/1764548697663197222?s=20 
20 UN News, Gaza: ‘Babies slowly perishing under the world’s gaze,’ UNICEF warns, 3 March 2024, available at: 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/03/1147182 . See also UNICEF, Statement by Adele Khodr, UNICEF Regional Director 
for the Middle East and North Africa, 3 March 2024, available at: https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-adele- 
khodr-unicef-regional-director-middle-east-and-north-africa-0. See also, UNICEF, Children’s lives threatened by rising 
malnutrition in the Gaza Strip, 19 February 2024, available at: https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/childrens-lives- 
threatened-rising-malnutrition-gaza-strip. See also https://twitter.com/MiddleEastEye/status/1762405011990946074?s=20 
and https://twitter.com/KufiyyaPS/status/1762850047652196390?s=20 
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